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What are the BPHC Nail Salon Regulation 

ventilation requirements?  

According to the BPHC Nail Salon Regulation:  

§ New salons applying for their first permit 

after October 17, 2013 must comply      

immediately, in order to receive their    

permit  

§ Any salon who has applied for a permit  

before October 17, 2013 will have 5 years 

to achieve compliance  

§ By October 17, 2018, all salons must be 

compliant  

To demonstrate compliance, all salons must 

submit:  

§ A BPHC ventilation checklist that has been 

completed and stamped by a licensed   

mechanical engineer  

§ A mechanical engineerôs report showing 

that the ventilation system meets the     

requirements  

Compliant Nail Salon Ventilation  

What kind of ventilation is required? Your salonôs ventilation 

system must meet all IMC criteria, such as the following:  

§ Mechanical ventilation system exhausts fumes to the exterior      

(0.6 CFM/FT²)   

§ Mechanical ventilation system brings air into the salon              

(0.12 CFM/FT² + 20 CFM/occupant)  

§ Makeup air and exhaust air ducts are separate; there is no mixing, 

recirculating, or partial makeup air  

§ Source capture at manicure tables and foot baths (capable of      

exhausting a minimum of 50 CFM per station)  

What is source capture ? 

Source capture takes in air at the point of service and exhausts it out 

of the salon  

§ Point of service: Where nail services are offered within the salon 

space (manicure stations, pedicure stations)  

The air must be exhausted to the outside of the salon after it is      

captured  

§ Captured air may not mix with the salon air or recirculate back into 

the salon space  

NOTE: Ventilation that complies with the requirements may not fully address industrial hygiene 

(toxics exposure) in a salon.  
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Salon Example 1  

Ductwork runs the 

length of the nail bar. 

Exhaust vents in the 

tabletop capture air.  

Ductwork is hidden 

beneath this platform.  
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Salon Example 2  

A vent located in the top 

of the manicure table cap-

tures air. Ductwork built 

into the nail bar is con-

nected to exhaust duct-

work located in the floor.  

A vent located between 

the pedicure chairs cap-

tures air and connects to 

the exhaust ductwork.  


